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Study Abroad Programs at U.S. Universities:
Case Studies of Public Research Universities

Naoko SASAKI
Abstract

In these days, study abroad programs are considered to be essential as part of higher education.
In Japan, reciprocal exchange and short-term language programs are the typical programs.
However, it is expected to provide more opportunities for students to study abroad related to their
majors. In order to gain a new perspective to enhance such study abroad programs, this study
focuses on typical study abroad programs conducted at U.S. public research universities, and
describes how study abroad programs are integrated in their undergraduate education. This paper
shows the outline of the custom-made study abroad programs such as study center programs and
faculty-led programs based on the case studies of the two major public research universities. This
study also illustrates how the universities have integrated study abroad into the home curriculum,

which is called curriculum integration.
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