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Mori Ogai and Genyji Monogatart
The Relation between Classical Literature and Modern Literature

Keiji SHIMAUCHI
Abstract

The style of Mori Ogai’s novels are divided into three stages.

At the first stage, Ogai wrote in a formal style which was established by Genji Monogatari of
eleventh century. Therefore many words of Genji Monogatari are found in the works of this stage
such as “Fumi- Zukai” or “Mailime”.

At the second stage, Ogai wrote in a colloquial style which was established in nineteenth century.
However we can find many precise equivalent for the words of Genji Monogalari.

At the third stage, Ogai wrote many historical biographies such as “Shibue Chusai” or “Hojo
Katei”. In these works we can not find any words equivalent for the words of Gengi Monogatari.

During all three stages, Ogai composed a lot of Waka-poem, in which many words of Genji
Monogalari were used.

The progress of Ogai’s literature is the same as the one of Japanese modern literature. In the first
time modern literary works were influenced by Gengi Monogatari, but in the next time extricated
from control of Genji Monogalari.

It may be possibly not “progress” but be “degeneration”of literature.
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