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The Theme of Poem and the Theme o;f Poetical Works

— Two Poets, Ono-no-Komachi and Sugawara-no -Michizane —

Keiji SHIMAUCHI
Abstract

This paper aims to study Waka (f#() poems.

“Ono-no-Komachi-Shi” (/\##/\AT4) is a poetical works (kashu 4, its author
is unknown. Ono-no-Komachi is a legendary beautiful poetess, and her true 17 poems
are contained in “Kokin-Waka-Shii” (55 F18). “Ono-no-Komachi-Sha” contains
116 poems, most of them are forgeries (gisaku {&1E). But the theme of each forged
poem is the same as her true poems. Every poem expresses deap grief and distress that
her beautiful brightness of soul is losing. Those truthful fogeries are collected in “Ono
~no-Komachi-Sha”.

“Kanke-Ruritsubo-Waka” (&5FaHgEf:4) is a poetical works, its author is
unknown, too. “Kanke” (&%) means Sugawara-no-Michizane (& [RiEH), who is also
legendary wiseman. “K anke-Ruritsubo-Waka” contains about 100 forged poems.
Most of them express aesthetics of Snow-Moon-Flower (Setsugetsuka & H1E). The
unknown author of “Kanke-Ruritsubo-Waka” tries to make lamentable poetical
works, its theme is an emotion by the sight of beautiful things of every season. Each
forged poem is truthful the same as poem of “Ono-no-Komachi-Sha”.




