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Research of availability and re—examination for the theoretical framework
on the next—generation inter—firm network in the small and medium—sized
companies

Mitsuru Akoh

Abstract

In Japanese economy, the small and medium—sized companies have taken charge of an
important role as support of a major company or the center of local industries for
a long time. On the other hand, it is also a fact that the inter—firm network is behind
where the small and medium—sized companies do not depend on a major company, but shares
resources. This study checks availability about the theoretical framework by the
survey “the inter—firm network of the next generation in the small and medium-sized
companies.

In “Re—examination of the theoretical framework (Part I1)” , the following became
clear. As the economic structure characteristic of network, the Japanese division
of labor in manufacturing that many of the small and medium—sized companies
participate in the inter—firm network of the perpendicular type based under the major
companies is pointed out. However, that such a perpendicular type network collapsed
after that had become one thing of a factor for which it tried to aim at advance to
various industries not dependent on a specific major company. From the technical
characteristic of IT as connecting technologies between systems, it has pointed out
also deciding cooperation between companies in the stage of a network design about

“Qualitative changes of the inter—firm network” . Availability such as “Open—source
software”, “Cloud computing” and “Social media” are becoming clear by the spread of
the Internet, and evolution of Web technology. As the business information system,
it became clear that the paradigm has been changing from “the system to be owned”
to “the system to be used” . In “the survey of availability of a theoretical
framework (PartIl)” , the survey of the case of the new inter—firm network
and ICT that confirm existences about the theoretical framework and
availability. As the result in “Conclusion (PartIll)” , it became clear
to begin to build the new inter—firm network by the platform which be
utilizing the ICT base effectively also in the small and medium—sized
companies. I thought that the inter—firm network where I utilized ICT could be
developed only in a major company. Evolution of ICT is intense, the platform based

on them is also diversified, and these solutions are more familiar than before
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