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The Revitalization Movement of the Hawaiian
Language: Focus on“ Nawah1” Graduates

MATSUBARA Koji
Abstract

This paper is an attempt to assess the achievements of the struggles for survival of the indigenous
language in Hawai i. The ongoing revitalization movement of the Hawaiian language is regarded as
one of the most successful models for rejuvenating minority languages. This movement, however,
faces a number of problems that might hinder its development. One of the problems is that
graduates of Kula Kaiapuni (Hawaiian language immersion schools) have much difficulty in
maintaining their ability in the minority language. In order to assess Hawaiian language use among
of Ke Kula’ @)
Nawahiokalahi 6pu u, a Hawaiian language immersion school in Hilo. The findings show that

graduates, interviews were conducted with three graduates
Nawah1 graduates, some of whom have started working as Hawaiian language immersion teachers,
generally suffer from little availability of career opportunities in which they can make the most of
their ability in the Hawaiian language. Meanwhile, the interviews have also revealed that some of
the Nawah1 graduates are endeavoring to raise their children with the Hawaiian language. This fact
is expected to rejuvenate the indigenous language as thé mother tongue” in the Hawaiian speaking
community. This paper concludes with a recommendation that the Hawaiian model play a key role
in revitalization and perpetuation of minority languages in other parts of the world.

Keywords: Nawah 1, the Hawaiian language, revitalization, Kula Kaiapuni, Pinana Leo, immersion
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