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“Kievan Caves Patericon” —— Translation and Commentary] I0]

Kiyoharu Miura

Abstract

“ Kievan Caves Patericon”, a miscellany of legends, sermons and other religious works, is one of the

masterpieces of medieval Russian literature in the so-called Kievan Period (from the middle of the

9th century till 1240). The core part of this miscellany, or legends written by Simon and Polikarp

on the eve of the Mongolian attacks, seems to have been lost in the complete destruction of Rus by

Mongolians and found in the 15" century, when the monasteries campaign in Rus was activated.

This monument is composed of several groups of stories, concerning: 1. the foundation of the
church, dedicated to the Dormition of the God’s Mother of the Kievan Caves Monastery; 2. the
saint Feodosij Pecherskij; 3. Epistles and legends by Simon and Polikarp. This paper is a

translation into Japanese of the first group of the Patericon and its commentary.
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