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In quest of Japanese cultural studies:
TSUNODA Ryusaku and his newly discovered publications before his
American period

Keiji SHIMAUCHI
Abstract

TSUNODA Ryusaku (1877~1964), for many years since 1928 the Director of Center for Japanese
Studies, Columbia University, is well known as a teacher of many distinguished Japanologists such
as Donald Keen. His work prior to the visit to America, however, had been less known except
Thara Saikaku and two translations until my essay, Discovery of six books by Tsunoda Ryusaku’,
Bulletin of the University of Electro-Communications, vol. 16, no. 2, January 2004, identified his
six other books besides Thara Saikaku under several pseudonyms.

This essay will introduce and discuss another ten more books, written presumably by Tsunoda
also under pseudonyms. The analysis of these writings will reveal that his understanding of
Japanese culture quickly deepened by incorporating the results of the sociological and religious
studies of Japan and that they had become the foundation of his Japanese cultural studies in
America.
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