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A biographical study of MIZOGUCHI Nagahiro, principal retainer of the fief of
Shibata

SHIMAUCHI Keiji
Abstract

The Shibata Clan of Echigo, roughly present Niigata Prefecture, is well known for its encouragement
of learning: it was receptive to the teachings of YAMAZAKI Ansai and SATO Naokata and published
their writings. MIZOGUCHI Nagahiro was a principal retainer of the Shibata Clan who was
responsible in this policy.

The author has been requested to research a set of documents that had been the possession of the
MIZOGUCHI family. The main document, Kafubo, The book of genealogy of the MIZOGUCHI
family, covers the two hundred and fifty years of the history of the family and is itself a remarkable
record of the life and work of the upper samurai in the Edo period, the founder of the family being a
younger brother of the first chief of the Shibata Clan. This essay introduces the contents of the latter
part of Kafubo.
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