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On Shen Degqian’s Early Poem-Criticizing Quatrains and
Their Poetic Significance

Jianming FAN
Abstract

Poems of Several Tang and Song Dynasty Poets and Some Quatrains is a book written by Shen
Deqgian (JLFE) at the age of 32. This collection of quatrains mainly criticizes poets in Tang and
Song Dynasties, including Chen Zi'ang (B7-5), Li Bai (#3H), Du Fu (#:#), Han Yu (##%),
Wang Wei (L#f), Meng Haoran (Fi%2%), Liu Changqing (&), Liu Zongyuan (MI5E70),
Wei Yingwu (FIG5#)), Bai Juyi (F1/&%), Li He (Z%#), Li Shangyin (Z=#kd), Su Shi (#F#L),
Ouyang Xiu (FkF%1%), Mei Yaochen (H§ZZFi), four other poets in Yongjia (7k%:VU%E), Zhejiang
Province and Lu You ([E%), and others. These quatrains reflect Shen Deqian’s poetic views in his
early years and deal with several significant poetic issues including the position of Tang poetry, the
position of poets like Li Bai, Du Fu, Wang Wei and Meng Haoran, and the position of Tang-Song
poetry in the poetic circle in Ming and Qing Dynasties. This paper first discusses the main content
of the 12 quatrains together with Shen’s basic comments on poetry in Tang and Song Dynasty in
his early years. Based on this, the poetic significance of the poem-commenting quatrains is
elaborated on the history of poetic development in the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Shen Deqian; poem-criticizing quatrains; poetic significance
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