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Inter-University Freshman Seminar by TUFS, TUAT and UEC

Tsuyoshi OKUNO, Ryu KURODA, Norihiro KOIZUMI, Yoshio KOBAY ASHI
Abstract

This article introduces the Inter-University Freshman Seminar, conducted by Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, and the University of Electro-
Communications. In each seminar under the program, group members of approximately ten
freshmen from the three universities conduct research, perform laboratory experiments, and
engage in discussions on a theme under an instructor. Students of different majors, such as
language and culture studies, international and area studies, agriculture, science, and engineering,
form a group and learn various ways of thinking through collaborating with one another. The
Seminar program started from 2016. Six seminars are typically held for 3 days in the summer, and
the results of the seminars are reported in a small conference at the end of the summer.
Approximately 60 students attend the conference every year. More than 80% of the students highly
evaluate the seminar according to a questionnaire conducted after the program. In particular, the
opportunity to interact with students from different universities, majors, and school years is highly
appreciated by the students.

Keywords : inter-university, seminar, different majors, group discussion, research study, laboratory
experiment
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